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Polio this week - As of 27 March 2013

Next week, the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on immunization (SAGE) will meet in Geneva, Switzerland, from 9-11 April.

Among other immunization topics, SAGE is expected to review the global polio situation. The draft agenda of the SAGE
meeting is available at http://www.who.int/immunization/sage/en/.

The report on polio eradication to the upcoming World Health Assembly (WHA) in May has now been finalized. It provides an

overview of the latest global epidemiological situation, reviews the impact of the national emergency action plans in the
remaining endemic countries, and summaries the key elements of the new Polio Eradication and Endgame Strategic Plan
2013-2018 that is currently being finalized. The report is available at

http://www.polioeradication.org/Resourcelibrary/ReportstoWHOgoverningbodies.aspx.

Wild Poliovirus (WPV) cases

Total cases Year-to-date 2013 Year-to-date 2012 Total in 2012 

Globally 16 40 223

- in endemic countries 16 37 217

- in non-endemic countries 0 3 6

 
 
Case breakdown by country
 

Countries
Year-to-date 2013 Year-to-date 2012

Total
in

 2012

Date of
most  

 recent
case

  WPV   WPV3  W1W3   Total   WPV1   WPV3  W1W3   Total 

Pakistan 5   5 13  1  1 15 58 12-Feb-13

Afghanistan       1    1 5   5  37 31-Jan-13

Nigeria 10    10 11 6  17 122 24-Feb-13

Chad     3  3 5 14-Jun-12

Niger        1 15-Nov-12

Total 16 0 0 16 32 7 1 40 223 

Total in endemic
countries     

16 0 0 16 29 7 1 37 217  

 Total outbreak 0    0    0  0  3 0 0 3 6  

Data in WHO as of 3 April 2012 for 2012 data and 2 April 2013 for 2013 data.

Afghanistan

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The total number of WPV cases for 2013 remains one. The total number

of WPV cases for 2012 remains 37. The most recent WPV case had onset of paralysis on 31 January 2013 (WPV1 from
Nangarhar).

No new circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) cases were reported in the past week. The total number of

cVDPV2 cases in 2013 remains two. The total number of cVDPV2 cases for 2012 remains nine. The most recent cVDPV2
case had onset of paralysis on 20 February 2013 (from Hilmand).

NIDs were conducted from 10-12 March, except in certain areas of Southern Region, where campaigns began on 12 March.
Further activities in key high-risk districts of Southern Region were held this week (31 March to 2 April), to be followed by

additional campaigns throughout April.

Nigeria

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The total number of WPV cases for 2013 remains ten. The total number

of WPV cases for 2012 remains 122. The most recent WPV case had onset of paralysis on 24 February (WPV1 from Borno).

No new cases of cVDPV2 were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases for 2012 remains eight. The
most recent cVDPV2 case had onset of paralysis on 24 November 2012 (from Kebbi).

The next Immunization Plus Days (IPDs) are planned for April and May. Recommendations from the recent Expert Review
Committee on Polio Eradication and Routine Immunization (ERC) are being incorporated as part of preparatory activities.

These include more clearly identifying those high-risk Local Government Areas (LGAs) where progress has stagnated and

focusing resources on those areas to fill remaining operational gaps.

Pakistan
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No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The total number of WPV cases for 2013 remains 5. The total number of

WPV cases for 2012 remains 58. The most recent WPV case had onset of paralysis on 12 February 2013 (from Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa - KP).
No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases in 2013 remains two. The total

number of cVDPV2 cases for 2012 remains 16. The most recent cVDPV2 case had onset of paralysis on 21 February from
Sindh.

One new positive environmental sample was detected (WPV1), collected on 25 February in Peshawar, KP.

The security situation continues to be monitored closely, in consultation with law enforcement agencies. Immunization
activities continue to be implemented, in some areas staggered or postponed, depending on the security situation at the

local level.

Chad

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The total number of WPV cases for 2012 remains five (no WPV cases in

2013). The most recent WPV case had onset of paralysis on 14 June 2012 (WPV1 from Lac).
No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases for 2013 remains one. The total

number of cVDPV2 cases for 2012 remains 12. The most recent cVDPV2 case had onset of paralysis on 4 February (from

Salamat).
The Technical Advisory Group (TAG) is meeting this week (2-4 April), to review impact of the ongoing emergency action plan.

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The most recent WPV case had onset of paralysis on 20 December
2011 (WPV1 from Maniema). DR Congo is no longer considered to have re-established WPV transmission.

No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases for 2012 remains 17. The most
recent cVDPV2 case had onset of paralysis on 4 April 2012 (from Katanga).

SIAs will take place 20-22 June using trivalent OPV and 18-20 July using bivalent OPV.

Horn of Africa

No new cases were reported in the past week. The most recent case was a cVDPV2 case from Somalia, with onset of
paralysis on 9 January 2013.

Outbreak response is continuing in various parts of the Horn of Africa, in response to the ongoing cVDPV2 outbreak in south-
central Somalia. Somalia conducted subnational activities on 26-29 March, and South Sudan conducted campaigns on 19-
22 March. Further activities are planned throughout April.

The Horn of Africa TAG is scheduled to meet on 29 April to 1 May in Nairobi, Kenya, to review impact of the outbreak
response activities in the region.

West Africa

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The most recent case in the region was a WPV1 from Tahoua province
in Niger with onset of paralysis on 15 November 2012. It is the only case in the region in 2012 (barring Nigeria), and has
been covered by three immunization campaigns.

Immunization activities were conducted this week (from 29 March to 2 April) in parts of Burkina Faso and Mali, to be followed
by multi-country campaigns across West Africa in late April and late May.

Niger
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